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Some of you may have known “Anya” from our Wire Road days. 
Anya was a white American Bulldog mixed puppy that arrived 
in 2005. Having been the victim of Demodex, a skin infection 
that went untreated, Anya had no hair. She was pink. And ugly. 
Sybil Altman, the Shelter Manager raised her mostly in her office, 
treated her skin problems, and tried multiple times to adopt her 
into a loving home, but every time she was adopted her skin 
issues returned due to stress. The truth was, Anya liked living at 
the SPCA, and so she was given free run of the facility.

Many times driving up to the old front door, the first thing visitors 
would see was this hefty white bulldog wagging her tail and 
barking. She made a lot of friends. One of the friends she made 

was Rock Star, a spindly Jack Russell mix. Rock Star’s tenure at the SPCA rivaled 
Anya’s, but she eventually found a home with a kind couple who wanted nothing more than to dote on her. 

Unfortunately, Rock Star had other ideas. As soon as the couple took her home, she took off. Sure she had not 
escaped the house, or at least the yard, they searched for days before worry became panic and they called 
the SPCA to report her missing. A staff member took Anya to the house and joined the search party already in 
progress. Not even a minute after Anya arrived on the scene, Rock Star came scurrying out from under a bed. 
The couple was so grateful to Anya that they considered adopting her as well. But it was not meant to be.

Finally, in March of 2012, when construction of our new facility was well underway, staff renewed the effort to find 
Anya a permanent home. One day a young woman and her teenage daughter came along and fell in love. Anya 
fell in love, too. They all went home together and there Anya found a new mission. 

The mother was awakened one evening by Anya butting her head on the bedroom door. Since it was customary 
for Anya to sleep with the daughter, the mother went to her daughter's bedroom to find the girl in the midst of 
an epileptic seizure. The mother did not know her daughter had epilepsy. From then on, Anya would always alert 
her if a seizure was imminent.

As Anya grew older, she too began having seizures. In June of this year, the mother and daughter brought Anya 
in to say “goodbye” to Sybil, one last time. It was truly the end of the Wire Road Era, and yet, a reminder of the 
good we have done for so many animals over the years, and certainly the good they have done for us. 

ANYA AND THE END OF AN ERA
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As we move into the busiest time of year for our shelter and clinic, the 
school year begins. For many years now, our dedicated volunteers 
in the Humane Education program have taught in Aiken County 
schools. This year, they will continue to teach children the value 
of a companion animal’s love, how to safely approach unknown 
pets, interpret the behavior signs that animals display, and more.

During the summer we hope you took the opportunity to enjoy our 
very popular Yappy Hour party each month and are now making 
plans to attend our biggest fund raising event. Barkaritaville and 
the Twilight Walk for Animals will be held October 10th. This year, 
Lo Down Brown returns to entertain the crowd as they sample the 
wide variety of gastronomic delights created by our fun loving 
supporters.  If you would like to create your own booth and share 

your unique culinary and bartending skills please contact Barbara Nelson.

In December we will honor our Legacy Society inductees at the annual Gathering Party and 
celebrate another year of hard work for the most patient and understanding friends we know... 
the animals! As the year winds down, please give some thought to joining the Legacy Society and 
helping to secure a bright future for your pets and the many pets who grace the SPCA Albrecht 
Center each year. 

The “critters” are deeply grateful and sincerely thank you for all you have done, and or plan to 
do, to support the SPCA Albrecht Center.

Sincerely, 

Allan C. Sorensen, Board Chair

My wife Katie and I love our animals. We recently said 
goodbye to our Giant Schnuazer, Fritz, who was a member 
of our family  for 13 years. It was heartbreaking. Now we 
have Sammi. 

We want to make sure she is well cared for if anything 
happens to us. I know the extraordinary commitment 
SPCA staff have for the welfare of the animals they care 
for and I am confident they would find Sammi a loving 
new home. That's why we chose to join the Legacy Society 
and enroll Sammi in the LetLoveLiveOn program. 

Katie and I have seen the good work the SPCA Albrecht 
Center does for our  community and we want to support 
its mission for the future.
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a letter from the chairman   

 leaving a legacy 

My wife Katie and I love our animals. We recently said goodbye 
to our Giant Schnuazer, Fritz, who was a member of our family  
for 13 years. It was heartbreaking. Now we have Sammi.  
 
We want to make sure she is well cared for if anything happens  
to us. I know the extraordinary commitment SPCA staff have  
for the welfare of the animals they care for and I am confident they would find Sammi a 
loving new home. That's why we chose to join the Legacy Society and enroll Sammi in the 
LetLoveLiveOn program.  
 
Katie and I have seen the good work the 
SPCA Albrecht Center does for our  
community and we want to support its  
mission for the future. 
 

           Jack Roth                 

As we move into the busiest time of year for our shelter and clinic, the 
school year begins. For many years now, our dedicated volunteers in the 
Humane Education program have taught in Aiken County schools. This 
year, they will continue to teach children the value of a companion 
animal’s love, how to safely approach unknown pets, interpret the 
behavior signs that animals display, and more. 

During the summer we hope you took the opportunity to enjoy our very 
popular Yappy Hour party each month and are now making plans to 
attend our biggest fund raising event.  Barkaritaville and the Twilight  

 Walk for Animals will be held October 10th.  This year, Lo Down Brown returns to entertain the 
crowd as they sample the wide variety of gastronomic delights created by our fun loving supporters.  
If you would like to create your own booth and share your unique culinary and bartending skills 
please contact Barbara Nelson. 

In December we will honor our Legacy Society inductees at the annual Gathering Party and 
celebrate another year of hard work for the most patient and understanding friends we know…  
the animals!  As the year winds down, please give some thought to joining the Legacy Society and 
helping to secure a bright future for your pets and the many pets who grace the SPCA Albrecht 
Center each year.  
The “critters” are deeply grateful and sincerely thank you for all you have done, and or plan to do, 
to support the SPCA Albrecht Center. 
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Welcome Nate Darlington to his new position as Adoption Coordinator. Nate will be 
the friendly face that the adopters meet when they find the pet that fits them best. In 
addition, Nate will be calling to check in on our charges from time to time, to be sure 
the transition from shelter pet to loving lap companion is smooth as silk. 

There's no place like home!!  Sybil Altman, Shelter Manager

Late in 2014, PetSmart Charities, Inc. awarded the SPCA a grant which we have utilized 
throughout 2015 to provide subsidized spay and neuter surgeries. The grant was separated 
into 5 different categories of animals and we promoted each category in 5 different months. 
We have been able to successfully use all the funding for each category so far. The grant 
allowed the SPCA to reach clients that we may not have without the marketing materials 
provided and the funding to make the surgeries affordable to everyone, which resulted in 
many more surgeries performed in the SPCA clinic. The clinic team worked together well to 
strategically schedule the additional surgeries. 

For example, during the month of April the grant allowed us to sterilize 90 community cats. Community cats are 
often difficult to trap and almost impossible to schedule. The clinic team decided on a plan to accommodate an 
additional 10 cats each day. There were some days when 15 showed up for surgery. It was a combined effort 
between the development and clinic staff as well as the clients to secure and perform the surgeries. We are excited 
about applying for the grant again this year and hope we can provide even more affordable surgeries to the 
community. 

Fighting the good fight! Kate Koelker, LVT, Clinic Manager

In our last newsletter we announced that then Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Neikam 
was assuming the newly created position of Digital Media Manager. Sarah has 
been so successful at showing us affordable ways to increase awareness through 
technology that she is once again moving up through the administration to become 
our new Marketing Director! 

Bow-WOW! Barbara Nelson, CEO

Cool weather is on the way and it is time for Spring Cleaning! Did you know the SPCA 
will pick up larger donations in our transport truck? All you have to do is call to make the 
appointment and leave the heavy lifting to us. We will provide you with a receipt for tax 
purposes and you can rest assured that every penny generated from sales in our thrift 
shops goes to support the animals of the CSRA.

I like to move it, move it!  Michelle Floyd, Operations Manager 

TOP DOGS

MATCH MAKER

SPAY AWAY!

HEAVY LIFTING

In the Mews...



•  Sidewalk Chalk Competition: Registrants in grades K - 12 can drop in between 10 am and 2 pm to decorate the dance floor and compete for trophies and prizes in 3 age groups. 
•  Barkaritaville Booths: Enter a booth with bite-sized food and an adult beverage to amaze your friends and win over people you’ve never met. Prizes for Best Overall Booth, Best Theme, Best Food, and Best Drink.
•  Twilight Walk for Animals: Sign up as an individual or start a team to traipse down the 1 mile luminary-lined trail and raise money for the SPCA. 
•  $25 raised: Free admission to Barkaritaville and a swell silicone bracelet that will match almost anything.
•  $50 raised: Above plus a coozie for your beverage.
•  $100 raised: Above plus a crazy t-shirt that proves you were there and you survived.
•  Party On: Tickets to the event for non-participants are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. Includes food, beverages, cause bracelet, voting tokens, band cover, and free call to Aiken Taxi if you need it. 
•  Lo Down Brown is back by popular demand to crank out all your faves from the big stage. Barclay Bishop and Jay Jeffries of WAGT NBC26 will emcee the event. 

WE ARE BACK TO TRIP DOWN THE TWILIT TRAIL AND PARTY LIKE ANIMALS AFTERWARDS. 
THERE ARE FOUR WAYS TO PARTICIPATE. PICK ONE OR MORE!

For additional information, to purchase tickets, or to register for an 
event, log on to LetLoveLive.org or call us at 803-648-6863.



•  Sidewalk Chalk Competition: Registrants in grades K - 12 can drop in between 10 am and 2 pm to decorate the dance floor and compete for trophies and prizes in 3 age groups. 
•  Barkaritaville Booths: Enter a booth with bite-sized food and an adult beverage to amaze your friends and win over people you’ve never met. Prizes for Best Overall Booth, Best Theme, Best Food, and Best Drink.
•  Twilight Walk for Animals: Sign up as an individual or start a team to traipse down the 1 mile luminary-lined trail and raise money for the SPCA. 
•  $25 raised: Free admission to Barkaritaville and a swell silicone bracelet that will match almost anything.
•  $50 raised: Above plus a coozie for your beverage.
•  $100 raised: Above plus a crazy t-shirt that proves you were there and you survived.
•  Party On: Tickets to the event for non-participants are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. Includes food, beverages, cause bracelet, voting tokens, band cover, and free call to Aiken Taxi if you need it. 
•  Lo Down Brown is back by popular demand to crank out all your faves from the big stage. Barclay Bishop and Jay Jeffries of WAGT NBC26 will emcee the event. 

*Photo credit, Aiken Standard

WE ARE BACK TO TRIP DOWN THE TWILIT TRAIL AND PARTY LIKE ANIMALS AFTERWARDS. 
THERE ARE FOUR WAYS TO PARTICIPATE. PICK ONE OR MORE!

For additional information, to purchase tickets, or to register for an 
event, log on to LetLoveLive.org or call us at 803-648-6863.



6      The P  w Street Journal
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Betty Alexander
 Angela Brown
 Cara Andreoli
 James McGahee
 Lynda Lee Barnes and Breanna
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 L. Rodney Swearingen
 Tim and Monte Simmons
 Larry Holley
 Hutson-Etherredge Companies
 Mr. and Mrs. Rickie K. Thornton
 Radford and Kathy Swearingen
 Pamela Hagen
 Angela Mazeres
 Debbie and Bob Baker
Candace Leitch Blakley
 David and Robin Leitch
 Jason and Kellyn Morrison
 Nicholas, Lyndsey, and Garrett Leitch
 SPCA Albrecht Center employees
Terry Bowman
 Leo and Donna Moersen
Latham Burns
 Dr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Garnett
Brian Congreve
 Augusta Service Company
Alan Lyle Corey, III
 Dr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Garnett
Maggie Cybulski
 Kathleen Wills
Christopher Davies
 Dr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Garnett
Gail Davidson
 Ariel and Kim Szogi
Roger Donnelly , Jr.
 Joan and Ed Jarcik
Bruce Duchossois
 Dan and Carroll Mayfield
 Jane Darden-Young
Maggie Geiger
 Terry and Trudy Ortner
Janice Sue Gregory
 Ron Gregory
William “Billy” Grice, Jr.
 Janet Wertz
 Alan and “Binky” Chen
 Al and Phyllis Byers
 Robert Lofgren
 James McGahee
 Dr. and Mrs. David Steiner
 Jim and Jackie Cushman
 George and Karen Mahan

 Paul and Beth Sauerborn
 Lionel Smith, Ltd.
 Neil and Sandra Rodger
 Fred and Elizabeth Bridges
 Timothy and Pamela Bennett
Charles Olin Grice
 Hutson-Etherredge Companies
Ken Hardin
 Terry Young
 Bob and Candy Moore
 Suzy Haslup
 Carolyn Smith
Ruth Elizabeth Haynes
 Jody Clark
 Earl and Shirley Parker
 Carol and Ken Harbor
 Barbara Webster
 Sherrie Graham
Rhea Horner
 Dr. and Mrs. Charles Chase
Wanda Holley 
 “Frisby” Anderson
Pat Inabinet
 Carol Jantzen
Donald Keith
 Jennifer Vrlik
Charlotte Smith Klein
 Robert and Traci Brissie
 Hutson-Etherredge Co.
 Ash and Teddy Milner, III
 Dr. and Mrs. William Boykin
 Brenda Skipper
 Jamie Whitfield
 Prayon, Inc.
 Linda Roundtree
 Stephanie McWhorter
 Della Epps
 Ray and Deedee Vaughters, III
 Joseph and Betty Askew
 Margaret Goggans
 Russ and Jean Schwalbert
 Bruce and Maxine Eberhard
 Nicola Irvine
 Leonard and Francis Browder
 Wiiliam and Linda Macky
 Iain and Melinda Bluett & family
 Mitchell and Lou Frank
 Teresa Schilling
 Robin and Don Rabun
 Judy Pierce
 Tracy Terdu
 Aaron Smith
 Barry and Beverly Whitney, III
Bea Kuhlke
 Terrance and Nancy Phillips
 Laurie Lindner
 Anne Knox
 Kristin Varn
Mary LaBoone
 Richard Morton
Conrad Allen Martin
 Jason and Kellyn Morrison
 David and Robin Leitch
 Nick, Lyndsey, Garrett Leitch

 Matt and Candace Blakely
Dr. William McDonald
 Carol Jantzen
Bryant Kent McLaughlin
 Julie Maher
 Daniel Kulbarsh
 Scott Blackmon
 Michael and Patricia Baker
 Walt Langhans
 Robin Flynn
 Robert Blair McNair
 Margaret Martin
 Harry and Beth Busbee
Sandy Morton
 Joy Koppenhaver
Edward Mosely
 Maralyn Henry Financial Services
 Judith Couch
 Patricia Hockett
John Niland
 Patricia T. James
Pauline Partain
 Paul and Charlotte Blankenship
Billie Ray
 David and Chrissey Miller
 Blair and Gracey Sims
Lindsay Rose
 Pamela Rose
Maggie Scott
 Anonymous
Barbara Stinson
 Klempe and Pat Andringa
Terry S. Shaffer
 Richard and Shirley Howell
Dr. David Thomason
 David and Linda Williamson
Harry ‘Ty” Tyler
 Phalba and William Ousley
 Gary and Phyllis Stephens
 Malloy and Sue Lampley
Bonnie Tumminia
 Jurg and Leslie Hauptli
 Kay and Bob Goers
 Harold and Diane Dorton
Sara Warren
 Pete and Dotty West
 Bruce Wierzbinski
 Luci Garrido
 Darren and Carlyn Ice
 Security Federal Bank
 Tom Dozier & The Employees of 
 Gold Mech Inc.
 Patricia Lofgren
Betty Wohlwend
 Shawn and Laurie B. O’Conner
Betty “Sunny” Weyant
 Tim and Anna Dangerfield
 Jocelyn Todd
 Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Browder
 Shawn and Laurie B. O’Conner
 Lionel Smith, Ltd
Filomena Weiss
 Bill and Debbie Freuler

Memorials and Honorariums Dec. 30, 2014 – June 30 2015
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LOCATIONS:
1557 Whiskey Rd, Aiken
404 Richland Ave E, Aiken
1021 York St, Aiken
2551 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Warrenville

As you can imagine, the SPCA loves the saying “One man’s trash is another’s treasure”. The pets we have at the 
SPCA are a living reminder of this motto. How appropriate that about a third of our income is generated by another 
trash-to-treasure venture: thrift shops. Serving you in four locations, our SPCA Thrift Shops are a treasure trove of 
new-to-you items. Clothing, tools, furniture, and more. Thrift shops are a great place to stock your dorm room this 
fall or to busy yourself with DIY projects. Check out these cool upcycled TVs and TV hutches turned kiddie toys and 
pet palaces.    

Send photos of your favorite projects to marketing@LetLoveLive.org.  

Trash to Treasure

HONORARIUMS
Jessie Adams
 Sand River Womans Club
Sharon Marr Brown
 Ray A. Marr
Mark Brooks
 Fern Brooks
Summer Kneese
 Joseph and Lori Shappell
Jessica Day Murphy
 Mary Schorsch
Gladys May
 John and Jean Geiger
Jim and Betsy Martin
 Beth Byrd
Santo and Dorothy Mondello
 Ernest Youngblood
Bettina Ruckelshaus
 Jim and Michael Vinella

PETS
Bear Ruczko
 Kathy and Mattie Morris
Buddy Cohen
 Sybil Altman and Kim Coleman
 Kellyn and Jason Morrison
Buster McClain
 Henry and Janet McClain
Charlie Vickers
 Nelson and Phyllis Taber
Dobby Trotti
 John Smoak
Dusty Clark
 Robert and Madeline Pedley
Elvis the Chihuahua
 Beth Sauerborn
Gypsy Wilson
 Jim Wilson
Fritz Roth
 Meg Ferguson

 
 Members of  the SPCA Staff
Happy and Rascal Clark
 Mary and John Clark
Jake Burgess
 William Courtney
 W. O’Neil Courtney
 Craig Burgess
Lovey, Squirt, and Elliot 
 Ann Willbrand
Lucy
 Miranda Ritner
Maggie May Cybulski
 Kathleen Wills
Mullett Moore
 Janie EuBanks Moore
Sadie Robinson
 Kathy and Mattie Morris
Valentine Moore
 Bob and Candy Moore

Memorials and Honorariums Dec. 30, 2014 – June 30 2015



Hopefully you walk your dog every day. If so, give yourself a pat on the back! Besides basic care and feeding, 
walking our dogs is perhaps the most loving thing you can do for your furry friend. Aside from the obvious – 
providing your dog with some daily physical exercise and an opportunity to eliminate – walking with your dog and 
exploring the environment together is an integral component to building a strong relationship. 

A walk is one of the most basic mechanisms of pack structure. Although the domestic dog is not truly a pack 
animal anymore in the purest sense of the word, they do retain their wild ancestors’ need to move through the 
environment together in a linear way. In nature, animals spend most of their day on a walk and 95% of their social 
interactions occur during that time. Use your walking time to interact with your dog, explore different routes and 
different situations. 

Climb together on a rock, go over a bench, and make your dog jump over a rope or chain which is marking some 
parking spots. If your dog is comfortable and enjoying the walk, incorporate simple obedience commands. Play with 
your dog in a few short sessions along the way. Games like the highly motivating retrieve, which will fulfill your 

dog’s prey drive, is a great example.

There are endless discussions about how often and how long 
we should walk our dogs. Just to give you some perspective, 
I will mention that in a natural setting, feral dogs and wolves 
might cover at least 12 miles a day just moving through the 
environment, gathering information, leaving information, and 
seeking food sources. 

Of course we can’t compare our dogs to their wild ancestors in 
every situation, and today’s domestic dog has adapted quite well 
to our ever increasing sedentary lifestyle. However, if the average 
dog owner would commit to at least two 30-minute “sniffy” walks 
per day, our dogs would be much happier, calmer, and less likely 
to become destructive due to a lack of mental exercise. Since we 
know that most of us can never really get to the bottom of our 
dogs physical exercise capacity, our goal should be to engage 
our dog mentally, establish his active participation, and work on 
building a relationship with him.

By accomplishing different tasks together your dog is getting to 
know you as his valued companion and an integral part of his 
social group. There really isn’t any more effective way to build 
trust and a meaningful bond between two different species than 
working together toward a shared goal. In your dog’s mind that’s 
exactly what is happening as you recreate the ancient ritual of 
moving together through the environment in search of food and 
information.
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Wed, Sept 2, 6pm ............... Yappy Hour
Wed, Sept 16, 6pm ............. jrSPCA meeting
Sat, Sept 12, 10am-2pm ....... Dog Wash
Sat, Oct 10, 6-10pm ............ Barkaritaville
Wed, Oct 21, 6pm ............... jrSPCA meeting
Wed, Nov 18, 6pm .............. jrSPCA meeting
Wed, Dec 16, 6pm .............. jrSPCA meeting

Unleash the Power of the Walk

The jrSPCA is open to all kids 6th – 12th grade. 
The group meets once a month to learn about 
pets and pet related topics, and to plan projects 
that benefit the SPCA. Here, Ann Kinney (left) 
teaches Blair Sims (right) about dog behavior 
and training.

By Ann Kinney, Director of Training and Enrichment


